TEXT:

WHY IS THERE SO MUCH SUFFERING IN THE WORLD?

1 Peter 4:1: Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for
us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind:
for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;

Introduction:

This perplexing question has been asked by many, over a long period of time:

HOW COULD A GOOD GOD ALLOW:
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Mass starvation?

Heartless crimes?

Corruption and injustices?
Senseless murders and blood-

spilling wars?
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Physical pain and suffering?

DO THESE THINGS MAKE YOU DOUBT GOD’S GOODNESS?

Many have said: Yes. But, then . . . how can we account for:
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Earth’s beauty and splendor?

Fruitful fields and the great variety of tasty foods?

The ability to love, care, and share?

What about human life itself; can it be only an accident?

How do you explain the soul-transforming power of the Gospel

which produces righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost?

Romans 14:17: For the Kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Spirit.



ARE THESE DUEL FIVE POINTS A CONTRADICTION? What is your
explanation?

Some have reasoned or assumed:

The universe just evolved this way

If there is a God, He is too far away to care.
These are the Will of God.
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All these troubles are just human fate and
supposed to be this way.

Is there a biblical explanation that does come to grips with
this issue?

Yes there is, and it is only found in God’s Word. Do you balk at this affirmation?
Before you reject the Scriptures as an answer, should you not first find out
what they say? Have you found any satisfactory answer anywhere else?

| hope you will at least consider what the Holy Scriptures say. Both the Bible
and creation testify that an Intelligent and Loving Creator purposed for all
mankind to live on this earth in peace and happiness. He has given us freely all
things to enjoy.

Genesis 1:28-31:

2 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

2 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed,
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is
the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.

% And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and
to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, |
have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was

very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.



Acts 14:16-17:

16 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own
ways.

17 Nevertheless He left not Himself without witness, in that He

did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons,
filling our hearts with food and gladness.

Romans 8:32: He that spared not His Own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things?

1 Timothy 6:17: Charge them that are rich

in this world, that they be not highminded,

nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the Living God, Who giveth us
richly all things to enjoy;

Deuteronomy 11:13-17:

13 And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken diligently unto My
Commandments which | command you this day, to love the LORD

your God, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your
soul,
14 That I will give you the rain of your land in his due season, the

first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, and
thy wine, and thine oil.
15 And I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou

mayest eat and be full.

16 Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye
turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them;

17 And then the LORD's wrath be kindled against you, and He shut
up the heaven, that there be no rain, and that the land yield not her
fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off the good land which the
LORD giveth you.

Deuteronomy 28:1-13:

1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto
the Voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all His
Commandments which | command thee this day, that the LORD



thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:
2 And all these Blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if
thou shalt hearken unto the Voice of the LORD thy God.

3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the
field.

4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and
the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy
cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the
flocks of thy sheep.

5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.
6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt

thou be when thou goest out.

7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to
be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one
way, and flee before thee seven ways.

8 The LORD shall command the Blessing upon thee in thy
storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and He
shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

9 The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto Himself, as He
hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the Commandments of the
LORD thy God, and walk in His Ways.

10 And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the
Name of the LORD; and they shall be afraid of thee.

11 And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of
thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy

ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give
thee.

12 The LORD shall open unto thee His good treasure, the heaven
to give the rain unto thy land in His season, and to bless all the
work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and
thou shalt not borrow.

13 And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and
thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that

thou hearken unto the Commandments of the LORD thy God, which
I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:



Leviticus 26:3-13:

3 If ye walk in My Statutes, and keep My
Commandments, and do them;

4 Then I will give you rain in due season,
and the land shall yield her increase, and

the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.

5

And your threshing shall reach unto the
vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time: and ye
shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely.

6 And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and "one
shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of the land,
neither shall the sword go through your land.

7 And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you
by the sword.
8 And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you

shall put ten thousand to flight: and your enemies shall fall before
you by the sword.

9 For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and ;
multiply you, and establish My Covenant with - ” -
you. S :
10 And ye shall eat old store, and bring e
forth the old because of the new.

11 And I set My Tabernacle among you: and My
Soul shall not abhor you.

12 And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be
My People.

13 | am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the
land of Egypt, that ye should not be their bondmen; and | have
broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go upright.

Job 5:8-11:

8 | would seek unto God, and unto God would | commit my
cause:

9 Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things
without number:



10 Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth waters upon the
fields:

11 To set up on high those that be low; that those which mourn may
be exalted to safety.

Psalms 65:9-13:

9 Thou visitest the earth, and waterestit:
Thou greatly enrichest it with the river of
God, which is full of water: Thou
preparest them corn, when Thou hast so
provided for it.

10 Thou waterest the ridges thereof
abundantly: Thou settlest the furrows
thereof: Thou makest it soft with showers: Thou blessest the
springing thereof.

1 Thou crownest the year with Thy goodness; and Thy paths
drop fatness.

12 They drop upon the pastures of the
wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on
every side.

13 The pastures are clothed with flocks;

the valleys also are covered over with
corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.

Ezekiel 34:25-30:

25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause
the evil beasts to cease out of the land: and they shall dwell safely
in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods.

26 And I will make them and the places round about My hill a
blessing; and I will cause the shower to come down in his
season; there shall be showers of blessing.

27 And the tree of the field shall yield her
fruit, and the earth shall yield her
increase, and they shall be safe in their
land, and shall know that | am the LORD,




when | have broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered them
out of the hand of those that served themselves of them.

28 And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither shall
the beast of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and
none shall make them afraid.

29 And I will raise up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be
no more consumed with hunger in the land, neither bear the
shame of the heathen any more.

30 Thus shall they know that | the LORD their God am with them,
and that they, even the House of Israel, are My people, saith the
Lord GOD.

Joel 2:21-27:

21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great
things.

22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the
wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree

and the vine do yield their strength.

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God:
for He hath given you the former rain moderately, and He will cause to

come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the
first month.

24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the vats shall
overflow with wine and oil.

25 And 1 will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten,
the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, My
great army which | sent among you.

26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the Name
of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and My
people shall never be ashamed.

27 And ye shall know that | am in the midst of Israel, and that | am
the LORD your God, and none else: and My people shall never be
ashamed.

Jeremiah 30:17: For | will restore health unto thee, and I will
heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they called



thee an ouftcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man seeketh
after.

Exodus 23:25: And ye shall serve the
LORD your God, and He shall bless
thy bread, and thy water; and I will
take sickness away from the midst of
thee.

These scriptures tell us that God is good to all:

Psalms 145:9: The Lord is good to all: and His tender mercies are
over all His works.

Yet this does seem to be contradictory to human experience. Why? Here is
the answer:

Leviticus 26:14-46:
14 But if ye will not hearken unto Me, and will not do all these
Commandments;

15 And if ye shall despise My statutes, or if your soul abhor My
Judgments, so that ye will not do all My Commandments, but that ye
break My Covenant:

16 | also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over you terror,
consumption, and the burning ague, that shall
consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of heart: and
ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies
shall eat it.

s 17 And | will set My Face against you, and ye shall
=\be slain before your enemies: they that hate you
shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none
pursueth you.

18 And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto Me, then I will
punish you seven times more for your sins.

19 And 1 will break the pride of your power; and I will make your
Heaven as iron, and your earth as brass:

20 And your strength shall be spent in vain: for your land shall
not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield



their fruits.

21 And if ye walk contrary unto Me, and will not hearken unto Me; |
will bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your
sins.

22 | will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of
your children, and destroy your cattle, and make you few in
number; and your high ways shall be desolate.

23 And if ye will not be reformed by Me by these things, but will
walk contrary unto Me;

24 Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet
seven times for your sins.

25 And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the quarrel
of My Covenant: and when ye are gathered together within your
cities, I will send the pestilence among you; and ye shall be
delivered into the hand of the enemy.

26 And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women
shall bake your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you
your bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be
satisfied.

27 And if ye will not for all this hearken unto Me, but walk
contrary unto Me;

28 Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even |,
will chastise you seven times for your sins.

29 And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your
daughters shall ye eat.

30 And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images,
and cast your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and My
Soul shall abhor you.

31 And I will make your cities waste, and
bring your sanctuaries unto desolation,
and I will not smell the savour of your
sweet odours.

32 And I will bring the land into desolation:
and your enemies which dwell therein shall




be astonished at it.

33 And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a
sword after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities
waste.

34 Then shall the land enjoy her Sabbaths, as long as it lieth
desolate, and ye be in your enemies’ land; even then shall the
land rest, and enjoy her Sabbaths.

35 As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in
your Sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.

36 And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness into
their hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken
leaf shall chase them; and they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword;
and they shall fall when none pursueth.

37 And they shall fall one upon another, as it were before a
sword, when none pursueth: and ye shall have no power to
stand before your enemies.

38 And ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your
enemies shall eat you up.

39 And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in

your enemies’ lands; and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall
they pine away with them.

40 If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their
fathers, with their trespass which they trespassed against Me,
and that also they have walked contrary unto Me;

41 And that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have
brought them into the land of their enemies; if then their
uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the
punishment of their iniquity:

42 Then will | remember My
Covenant with Jacob, and also My
Covenant

with Isaac, and also My Covenant with
Abraham will | remember; and I will
remember the land.

43 The land also shall be left of them,
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and shall enjoy her Sabbaths, while she lieth desolate without
them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity:
because, even because they despised My Judgments, and
because their soul abhorred My Statutes.

44 And yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, |
will not cast them away, neither will | abhor them, to destroy them
utterly, and to break My Covenant with them: for | am the Lord their
God.

45 But I will for their sakes remember the Covenant of their
ancestors, whom | brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the

sight of the heathen, that | might be their God: | am the Lord.

46 These are the Statutes and Judgments and Laws, which the Lord
made between Him and the Children of Israel in Mount Sinai by the
hand of Moses.

Deuteronomy 28:15-68:

15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the
Voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all His
Commandments and His statutes which | command thee this
day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake
thee:

16 Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in
the field.

17 Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store.

18 Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land,
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.

19 Cursed shalt thou be when thou
comest in, and cursed shalt thou be
when thou goest out.

20 The Lord shall send upon thee
cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all
that thou settest thine hand unto for to
do, until thou be destroyed, and until
thou perish quickly; because of the
wickedness of thy doings, whereby
thou hast forsaken Me.
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21 The Lord shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he
have consumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest to
possess it.

22 The Lord shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever,
and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the
sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue
thee until thou perish.

23 And thy Heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the
earth that is under thee shall be iron.

24 The Lord shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust:
from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be
destroyed.

25 The Lord shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies:
thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven ways before
them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.

26 And thy carcase shall be meat unto all
fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the
earth, and no man shall fray them away.

27 The Lord will smite thee with the botch
of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with
the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou
canst not be healed.

28 The Lord shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and
astonishment of heart:

29 And thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in
darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be
only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee.

30 Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her:
thou shalt build an house, and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou
shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather the grapes thereof.

31 Thine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat
thereof: thine ass shall be violently taken away from before thy
face, and shall not be restored to thee: thy sheep shall be given
unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none to rescue them.
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32 Thy sons and thy daughters shall be
given unto another people, and thine
eyes shall look, and fail with longing for
them all the day long; and there shall be
no might in thine hand.

33 The fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall a nation which
thou knowest not eat up; and thou shalt be only oppressed and

crushed alway:

34 So that thou shalt be mad for the sight of thine eyes which
thou shalt see.

35 The Lord shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a
sore botch that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the
top of thy head.

36 The Lord shall bring thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over
thee, unto a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have known;
and there shalt thou serve other gods, wood and stone.

37 And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a
byword, among all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee.

38 Thou shalt carry much seed out into
the field, and shalt gather but little in; for
the locust shall consume it.

39 Thou shalt plant vineyards, and dress
them, but shalt neither drink of the wine, nor
gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat
them.

40 Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all thy coasts, but thou
shalt not anoint thyself with the oil; for thine olive shall cast his
fruit.

41 Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy
them; for they shall go into captivity.

42 AJl thy trees and fruit of thy land shall the locust consume.

43 The stranger that is within thee shall get up above thee very
high; and thou shalt come down very low.

44 He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: he shall be
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the head, and thou shalt be the tail.

45 Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue
thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed; because thou
hearkenedst not unto the Voice of the Lord thy God, to keep His
Commandments and His Statutes which He commanded thee:

46 And they shall be upon thee for a sign and for a wonder, and upon
thy seed for ever.

47 Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with joyfulness,
and with gladness of heart, for the abundance of all things;

48 Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which the Lord shall
send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness,
and in want of all things: and He shall put a
yoke of iron upon thy neck, until He have
destroyed thee.

49 The Lord shall bring a nation against thee
from far, from the end of the earth, as swift
as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not
understand;

50 A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the
person of the old, nor shew favour to the young:

51 And he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy land,
until thou be destroyed: which also shall not leave thee either corn,
wine, or oil, or the increase of thy kine, or flocks of thy sheep, until
he have destroyed thee.

52 And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and
fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustedst, throughout all thy
land: and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates throughout all thy
land, which the Lord thy God hath given thee.

53 And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy
sons and of thy daughters, which the Lord thy God hath given thee,
in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall
distress thee:

54 So that the man that is tender among you, and very delicate,
his eye shall be evil toward his brother, and toward the wife of his
bosom, and toward the remnant of his children which he shall
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leave:

55 So that he will not give to any of them of the flesh of his children
whom he shall eat: because he hath nothing left him in the siege,
and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee
in all thy gates.

56 The tender and delicate woman among you,

which would not adventure to set the sole of 'ﬁ /;"-"3"’-

her foot upon the ground for delicateness and '\g"' "t:éjq
-

tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward the #

husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her
daughter,

97 And toward her young one that cometh out from between her
feet, and toward her children which she shall bear: for she shall eat
them for want of all things secretly in the siege and straitness,
wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in thy gates.

58 If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this Law that are
written in this Book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful
name, The Lord Thy God;

59 Then the Lord will make thy plagues wonderful, and the
plagues of thy seed, even great plagues, and of long

continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance.

60 Moreover He will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt,
which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave

unto thee. ,;;;'f#__ f.f""'_f'x
61 : e E (1))
Also every sickness, and every plague, o
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which is not written in the book of this law,
them will the Lord bring upon thee, until thou
be destroyed.

62 And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars
of heaven for multitude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice
of the Lord thy God.

63 And it shall come to pass, that as the Lord rejoiced over you to do
you good, and to multiply you; so the Lord will rejoice over you to
destroy you, and to bring you to nought; and ye shall be plucked
from off the land whither thou goest to possess it.
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64 And the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from the one
end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve
other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even
wood and stone.

65 And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall
the sole of thy foot have rest: but the Lord shall give thee there a
trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind:

66 And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt

fear day and night, and shalt have none y e
assurance of thy life: f.; !ﬁ i)
67 In the morning thou shalt say, Would God it f o

God it were morning! for the fear of thine heart "
wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of =]
thine eyes which thou shalt see. 1 J——

68 And the Lord shall bring thee into Egypt N
again with ships, by the way whereof | spake unto thee, Thou shalt

see it no more again: and there ye shall be sold unto your enemies
for bondmen and bondwomen, and no man shall buy you.

were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would bi - ]

The Lord is our life giver and sustainer, and wants to be good to us all.
Yet, when we rebel against Him and refuse to obey His Commandments,
we are then in for trouble.

Human suffering is largely caused by our TJ 3

SINFUL LIVING. In some cases, it is the result #’m

of the sins of our parents and forefathers. n - 3
W

Jesus told a man to go and sin no more lest a %

worse thing come upon him.

John 5:14: Afterward Jesus findeth him in the Temple, and said
unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse
thing come unto thee.

This is the basis for my text in:

1 Peter 4:1: Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the
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flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath
suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;

God has given us the freedom of choice. Even though
He created us for His glory and has the right to govern
our lives, yet He chose to give us the authority and
power to govern ourselves and have dominion over all
His creation.

Genesis 1:26-28:

26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our Image, after Our
Likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
27 So God created man in His Own Image, in the Image of God
created He him; male and female created He them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

God made us upright and righteous, but our forefathers have rejected the
Lord’s righteous commandments which are for our good.

Isaiah 53:6: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him [Jesus] the
iniquity of us all.

Ecclesiastes 7:29: Lo, this only have | found, that God hath made
man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.

God’s commandments are regulations that were given
only for our good and safety. But when we reject them
and defiantly cast His Laws behind our backs, it is like
going deliberately through a red traffic light or a stop
sign; or, like defying the law of gravity and jumping
from a tall building.

This is what the Lord said in:

Hosea 5:15: I will go and return to My place, till they
acknowledge their offence, and seek My face: in their affliction
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they will seek Me early.

God knows that just about the only time we will pray and seek Him is when we
get bogged down with troubles and distresses. When we go against God’s
guidelines, we are in for corruption, injustice, wars, starvation, crime, and
bloodshed. Human suffering is man’s own making. It does not come from God.
Rather, it stems from our trespassing against our rightful Owner and Creator.

Therefore, God said He would leave man to his own devices, and let him
stumble and fall and get hurt; then will he repent and seek the Lord.

God only allows suffering as a corrective measure to
s E—temporarily bring us down so we will seek Him to bring
us back up again.

How will human suffering finally end? The Word of God shows us that God is
going to restore peace, tranquility, and happiness again to the earth during
the millennial Reign of Christ and His Church. Then, with righteousness shall
He rule this whole universe, and the saints will be the governors and rulers in
His Kingdom.

Revelation 1:5-6:

5 And from Jesus Christ, Who is the faithful Witness, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the Prince of the kings of the earth. Unto
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His Own Blood,
6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; to
Him be Glory and Dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 5:10-11:
10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we
shall reign on the earth.

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice
of many angels round about the
Throne and the beasts and the elders:
and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands;

Isaiah 11:4-9:

4 But with Righteousness shall He judge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the meek of the earth: and He shall smite the earth with
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the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips shall He slay
the wicked.

5 And Righteousness shall be the girdle of His loins, and

Faithfulness the girdle of His reins. And righteousness shall bethe
girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of His reins.

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down
together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain: for the earth
shall be full of the Knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

The Lord Jesus shall be ruler over this universe as prophesied in:

Daniel 2:35-44:

35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold,
broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer
threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was
found for them: and the Stone that smote the image became a great
mountain, and filled the whole earth.

36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof

before the king.

37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of Heaven hath given
thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.

38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field
and the fowls of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and hath
made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.

39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and
another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the
earth.

40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as
iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that
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breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.

41 And whereas thou sawest the feet
and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part
of iron, the kingdom shall be divided;
but there shall be in it of the strength of
the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the
iron mixed with miry clay.

42 And as the toes of the feet were part
of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and
partly broken.

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall
mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall notcleave
one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.

44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of Heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom

shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

Luke 1:32-33:

32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and
the Lord God shall give unto Him the Throne of His father David:

33 And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of

His Kingdom there shall be no end.

1 Corinthians 15:25-26:
25 For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His Feet.
26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.

Revelation 11:15: And the seventh Angel sounded; and there were
great voices in Heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are

become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall
reign for ever and ever.

We shall then see all oppressive rulership cease, and
instead of famines, there will be prosperity. Instead of 5«' ~ 2
criminal violence, security. Instead of corruption in +
government, there will be justice and righteousness.
Instead of wars and civil strife, there will be peace and
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tranquility.

When will this utopia come? There are just two events
yet to transpire before this pleasant situation will be
realized:

* First, the Coming of Christ for His Bride, the Church.

e Second, the Tribulation which will come afterward and will last for
seven years.

Then Jesus will come with His Church with power and great glory. For then
satan will be bound and put into the Bottomless Pit, and his cohorts - the Anti-
christ and the False Prophet will help keep him company. When these
troublemakers are placed in God'’s jail house, then it will be realized the
paradise which reigned when Adam was created. When Adam sold out to the
devil, that’'s when all the grief and woes started.

Thank God they will have an end at the glorious and triumphant day, when the
Lord shall be King of the whole earth.
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